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Charge 1: 

 
Proposal 07-305:  Press Releases 
 

 
Findings: 

 
Industry would like to minimize the use of press, especially when the risk of illness 
has passed.  Everyone has to recognize that shellfish is a highly perishible product 
that has a limited shelflife and that fact needs to be considered in the timing of press 
releases. 
  
The FDA shellfish program may not always have good communication with or 
control over content and use of press within FDA. 
  
There is always the possibility that product has been frozen and may prolong the 
period of risk 
 
Communication between FDA and State health officials has not always been 
adequate. There have been numerous attempts by ISSC to work with FDA to have 
them improve their press release proceedures and protocols.  
 
The NSSP is a cooperative program and there is an expectation by the state and 
industry partners that there should more coordination with press releases. 
Conversely, the states and industry cannot expect to dictate how the FDA decides to 
utilize the press.  FDA maintains that it reserves the right to have final editorial 
control over the content, timing and determination of whether to issue a press release 
if they perceive a public health threat. The FDA process for issuing a press release is 
so cumbersome that it may take several weeks to assess an illness outbreak and act. 
Often, it may be too late to have a beneficial impact. A Core Group has been formed 
within FDA to address a number of issues including press releases with the 
Cooperative Programs and there is a potential opportunity for ISSC to work with this 
group. 
   
Press releases made after all of the suspect product has been recalled and accounted 
for can undermine consumer confidence in the entire program.   . 
 

 
Conclusions: 

 
It is important and worthwhile for ISSC to continue to work on developing a press 
protocol to use in discussions with FDA on the use of press. 
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Recommendations: 

 
Recommend to the Executive Board that the ISSC request that the FDA Core Group 
coordinate with the ISSC Use of Press Committee concerning use of press protocols. 
 
Criteria should include: whether suspect product has been accounted for and the 
degree of public health risk. The Code of Federal Regulations protocols for use of 
press should be a guiding document as was the case for recall protocols developed by 
ISSC and FDA. 
  
The committee requests that a work group be appointed to craft a decision tree using 
the work done to date and the CFR guidance. 
 
Members of the committee that have volunteered for the work group include: Leslie 
Plamer: Chair, Maryanne Guichard, Don Ulstrom, Bill Dewey, Mike Antee, Tom 
Mahan, Lori Howell, Mike Hickey. 

 
Charge 2: 

 
Investigate and review the use of press by state and federal agencies. 

 
Findings: 

 
In progress. 

 
Conclusions: 

 
None. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
Continue, see above, 

 
Charge 3: 

 
Look for ways to coordinate use of press. 

 
Findings: 

 
In progress. 

 
Conclusions: 

 
See above. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
See above. 

 
Additional 
Information: 
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